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PROVERBS xxvii. 1. | 


Booſt nat thyſelf of to-morrow, for thou 
be not what a day may bring forth. 


E have a great many cautions 

of this ſort in the ſacred Scrip- | 
rures:—Cautions highly neceſſary for 
us in this frail ſtate of exiſtence, —But 


notwithſtanding the abſolute neceſſity 
of them, (which is apparent from every 


$ experience); ; yet, how very care- 
ot * leſs 


1 [ 6 4 
leſs and inattehtive are we to ſuch in- 
ſtructive, ſ; alutarf | truths !—Doth not 
this manifeſtly 1 ba the inconſiſtency 
of man, and clearly Point out the de- 
generacy of his nature Lectures on 
the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life, 
and of every terreſtrial object, are per- 
petually ſounded in his ears, or preſent- 
ed to his ſight, yet man—fool man, 
here buries all his thought“, — plans 
ſchemes for his future conduct, and 
prepares for the body and its gratifica- 
tions, a3 if this were his everlaſtifig g- 
bode: never once caſting a thought 
towards that country, wherein his better 
part muſt be happy or miſerable for 
erer. What ſtrange infatuation in ra- 
| tional beings! to prefer the ſhadow to 
: 1 „Vene. 


„ 
che ſubſtance!—to band a * 1 
upon the ſand of time, inſtead of fixing 
them upon the rock of eternal ages!— 
On ſuch a precarious foundation, what 
have we to boaſt of ?—For, whether we 
are poſſeſſed of all that this world e- 
Reems deleQable, or not ;—whether we 
flaunt it at the maſquerade, or take our 
humble repoſe on a bed of ſtraw-—ſo 
ſlender is our tie to earth, in every ſi- 
tuation, that we may be torn from it 


without even a moment 8 warning. 
We © know not what a day may bring 
| fortÞ"—it behoves us, therefore, © * not ts. 
 hoaft of to-morrow.” 3 


To expoſe their folly, who preſump- 
ruouſly flatter themſelves with future 
enjoyment here, and to make ſome prac- 

322 _ - 


to) 


tea refleRions—is the purport of this 

Mea n Wo; e dls 
Tux each of us lay his hand upon 
bis breaſt, and ſeriouſly aſk—of what 
has man to boaſt Is it riches ?— 
Hear what Solomon ſaith concerning 
them :- Wilt thou ſet thine eyes upon that 
which is not Hor riches certainly make 
| to themſelves wings and fly a . yy. 
The careful, thrifty man, who, by much 
pains and anxiety, is become the poſſeſy—- 
ſor of thouſands, may (through misfor= 
tunes, generally ſo called, but more pro- 
perly through the diſpenſations of an 
almighty Providence) be reduced to 
very ſtrait circumſtances—nay even to 
poverty itſelf, —On a ſudden, (to follow 
the 


® Proverbs xxili. 5. 


ty 1 * 
the Scriprure kme), . he is leaft 


- expeCting it, they may take wing, like 
an cagle towards — and 9 away, 
never to . | | | 


| Is it not 5 folly, in the extreme, 


_ to place our affection on ſuch objects 
as we may be deprived of by a thouſand 


_ accidents And not only ſet our af- 

fections upon them, but glory in chem, 

and make our boaſt of them !—Nay, 

what is worſe, perhaps aſſume an air of 
conſequence, on account of our poſſeſ- 

fions, and look down with an eye of 
ſovereign contempt on thoſe who are 
- (1 do not fay, leſs fortunate, but who 
are called) che poor of this world; al- 
though, at the ſame time, they may be, 
for ought we know, rich in faith, fa- 

| yourites 


, t 10 
vourites af God, ok * of * 


” 


" Van-oronidusn man — * 
thee to differ from another *—and what 
haft thou that thou didft not receive 
| which was not liberally beſtowed on 
| thee by the ſuperlative goodneſs of God? 
—and beſtowed for this very purpoſe, 
that thou mighteſt be the channel thro? 
which the ſtreams of his mercy might 
flow to the afflicted and diſtreſſed! —— 
Pardon this digreſhon.—To return, 
One of the Apoſtles chargeth us not to 
truſt in uncertam, riches f. In another 
place, he exhorteth us to /et eur affections 
on things above, not on things on the . 
earth t. —for which he 0 this very 

| | | 8 


cor. ir. 7. f 1 Tim. vi. 17. + Cat. i 2. 


G 11 } sf 
faffcient reaſon; becauſe the faſhion 97 
this wall pifich owny?. Lap 
i q 
Lern the rich man ay in his riches; 
neither let the ſons of men glory in any 
thing, except in this, ſaith the Lord, that | 
he underftandeth and knoweth me, that I 
am the Lord, which exerciſe loving kind- 
nee, judgment, and righteouſneſs in the 
earth; for in theſe things I delight, ſaith 

the Lord F. | 


Or thus much are we informed by 
the word of God, relative to our boaſt- 
ing of worldly wealth, becauſe of its 
uncertainty ut if unbelieving hearts 
{till doubt the facted aſſertion, we can- 
not ſurely diſpute ocular demonſtration: 
\ Let 


„ 1 Cor. vii, 31. x + Jerem. ix. 24- 


; WM 


Wa R 12 * 
Let us turn, then, our eyes on the vaſt 
and dreadful havoc mate upon che 
neighbouring ſhores by the late truly 
calamitous ſtorm: —and we muſt be 
conſtrained to acknowledge, that He, 
who giveth us all things richly to enjoy, 
| can, at his pleaſure, recal thoſe tempo- 
ral bleſings.——Not only fire and hail, 
ion and vapour fulfil bis word * ; but 
form and tempeſt are the winged meſſen- 
gers of his wrath, and punctually exe- 
cute his dread commands, | 


_ Herein we have before our eyes an 
inconteſtible and melancholy inſtance 
of the uncertainty of riches — and we 
might, if the time would permit us, 
clearly point out the uncertainty of 


Pf exlvili. 8 


0 . 
13 1 8 
every other . ol atk hut 
chat will, in a great meaſure; be render: 


ed unteceſſary, by ſhewing on hohe 
Precarious a tenure even life itſelf is held 


Sxrrio afide the daily occurrences, 
which give pain to the ſenſible mind, 
and deeply wound its peace not to 
mention che troubles, which are una- 
voidably our lot, in this ſtate of proba« 
tion here below ;—all which ought to 
wean our hearts, in ſome meaſure, from 
being too fond of this world there 
is another conſideration which ſhould 
put the finiſhing ſtroke to this blind at- 
tachment—and- urge us to provide for 
2 more durable ſettlement, viz. the to- 
tal ee hfe. 


9. . Tur 
Bie 5 


one place, man 18 hid ro reſtmble © a 


1 ea 
II Seriptüres, i in numberleſz path= 


ges, declare this alartning truck 1s 


wapoe that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vaniſheth \away * :”—In others he 
15 A the flower f. which, in 
deth its gay embroi- 
dery; but is withered before the evening 
cloſe. —And whas can better exprefs the 


| vanity of life Some plants are ſo pro- 


videntially ſituated, as to continue theo? 


 fevolving years to the Tate? period of 


their duration; But they are touripa- 
tatively ſow. Either ſeorchedt by too 
fervid rays,” nipt by thie chilling froſt 


or blaſted by the vivid lightning; bro- 


ken down by the ſtormy wind, ü 
ed up by dome ruchleli hand-—the far 
greater 


* James iv, 14. 


+ Job xiv. 2. Pf. eiii. 15. 16. Iſa. xl. 6. 1 Peter i. 24: 


' 
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Ly. 
. yreater number Hlouril a half hei: 
duyC—Striking reßemnblane af ani: 


"oF 


Ho few of the human ee 
to che ſepuichre of their anceſtors in. s 
good old age, :cdmapated with the bulk 
of mankind: Wat a multitude is there 
of choft who joſt open the portal vf life, 
only; ds it were, da Ahed the tear of mi- 
4ry, and then retire - MWhat numbers 
more chu, having farmounted the dan 
gers of infancy-and childhood, ſeem to 
taſte che cup of life with ſome retith, 
bat no ſooner having ſipped its ſweets, 
-unnfized wick cate, than, as if appre- 
henſtve of its bieter ſetliment, they fly 
$0 puter manflohs, in a happier world! 
| Might not the ingenious Hervey, 
with propriety, call. fuch happy: pro- 
*bationers!” who are thus © accepted 

WY: *. without 


' & 
without being exereiſedꝰ And of - £ 
thoſe who arrive at matürer age? are 
een Hmm : 
themſelves a more certain continuance 
here, thougte bleſt wich all their heart: 
can wiſthi--No.—Uncertaitity is ſtamps» 
ed in characters indelible on every ſtage 
of life. What! are none exempt h The 
Hoary locks (we know) are a certain, pre- 
lade to adiſſolutian .- But, may nat the 
youthful and the gay; may not he, 4 
ahitxſc heart beats high with hopes of fur 
ture bliſs who is a ſtranger to fear; 
bo laughs and mocks at danger 
whoſe bones are moiſtenad with mar r 
and Who is in the, meridian of bi- 
ſtrength z may not he, without Pre- 
ſumption, expect years to come foro 


* : 
b % 


* 


80 2 api: 24+ 


t 1 


'. No—The. avenues 'to death ſtand bl 9 
thieÞ around us, chat we have not a n. 

ment io call our awn—— Whether dur 
Lord ſhall come at even, or at midnight, 
or at cock-crowing, or in the mornimꝝ v, we 
cannot tell: and thoſe who leaſt expect 
eee ee ae 
n z F ohot 


* = 
wm +1 ; 
* y 4 © © 3 £ Lanes 9 
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To prove e this) I ned? not aan 

| ne from the Bible. Lock 3 
round you. What are thoſe birrersla4 
mentations and woful mournings wich 
almoſt every where diſtreſs and wound 
our ears Why heave ſo many boſoms 
with the labouring ſigh Why is dif- 
traction or- concern pictured on every = 
face we meet For what:do thoſe bri- | 
[rac 3 ; | ny 


* 


3 PD 


{ " 1 : 
| — dowen.fo many heck * 
For what It is che tender mather, 
che diſeonſolate widow, the ſincere friend, 
weeping. for their reſpective children, 
huſband, and boſom companion br. 
cauſe they are not Oh! that I co, 
pour che halm of conſolation o'er their 
wounded foul 1 raci ous Heaven?! 
aſſuage their anguiſh !—ſupport ther 
58 upring. ſpirits —-cheat dne drooping 
hearts: Whiſper to them, glad ti- 
dinge I am Gad. and there it nont elſe t. 
turned away, a vill comiart ou g. 
am Ced in my holy hubitatiu ond I 
ill bel ft bon th Nuten anda 
Fudge e 


I 
— 


Matt. il. 18. + PL ev 18 t N xlv. 22. 41. ü. 1. 
by, * * 
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cn potion att wider Hf 


rns 503888 p —_— > 
. ; þ * 


4 Now , thefe'gr 0ans and tears are wit- 


A 
— laft From bhis place; whar aul 


ritudes of ſtout hearts have ceaſed to 


beat what numbers of active limbs 


ire Aerched inotionteſs in the cald ems 
braces of Death And, at that ti s 
| how few of thoſe wore apprehenſive, 


in the leaſt, of ſharing ſuch an yntime-- 
ly, fo ſevere a fate !——Contrariwiſe, 


may not ite rationally ſuppoſe, hat che 
=” ſt part of them were on the wing 


fred, ln imagination, che length of ' 


F . 
. , cue - 
ainunft+ 4 "'V 
* 


„ 


# Jer, xlxziz. 11, 


*. . 
= bd © ay 


Tu 1. 
which: {cparated them from thoſe vie 


EY . el 


„On chat Leuk! defeibe ts you cheir 
che dreadful ſtorm, and paint; in living 


colours; che tremendous ſcene But 
the moſt-pathetie deſcription would be 


vey a faint idea even of half their dif: 


* 


wreſß· For, who ſhall undertake the 


arduous taſk of delineating the oonfu- 
fion, agony, atid diſtraction of mind 
which muſt then have tortured thou- 


fands of precious s ſouls : Not concep- 


tion itſelf, much leſs words, can reach it. 


8 We muſt have been ſharers in all their 


fufferinge, to be ſenſible" of all thei 
5 wo, when the wo tyrant made his 


. _ viſible 


A | 


* 


dne purme üde of iſe ;—0thers. over- 
whelming with terrific waves, or ſwal- 
lowing 1 in the wide-extended gulf 
Andl, as if the monſter were determined 
to gorge his voracious appetite, he pur. 
fues his trembling prey to the fatal 
ſhores, and numbers of thoſe who hap- 
ly eſcape his devouring jaws in mid- 
oceun, are only reſerved to lengtheged 
milerys e mu 


Wuen, think: you, 0 thoſe oo 


ben at chat awful criſis— They, who, be- 
fore chis ſad conjuncture, had /o number- 
ed their days, as to apply their hearts unto 


wiſdom® , and ſought after reconciliation 
D ; wide, * 


10 CA 
n 


= - a 


1 


—— , 


— — 


— — _ —_— 
— — — ðð;“‚ 2 — 
- 


— ere yt <A 


_ with God, through the merits of our Re- 
deemer, N 


chem, with/ Chriſtian fortitude and ſe- 


— — —-—„V —w—— 2 Wes wo —— — — 
* - 


pes 'chad/6we;-anabag fuck Ends 


fidered'my litter end*!——Wretched fi- 


agony, ar die thoughts of their beloved 


upon the pointed rock with fuch preci- | 
pitance, as to preclude even à moment's 


n 


< * \\ | * 8 + 


C = J. 


doubt,  refign 
their immortal ſouls, to him who gave 


would bitterly exclaim—* I find, alas! 
I cannot live, and yet I dare not die!” 
Ob! that Thad been wiſe ; that I had ch 


tuation l. Others, reut with keeneſt 


wives and infant offspring, 1 now widow- | | ; E 
ed and forlorn;—whilit wor a few were 1 
buried 1 In the foaming ſurge, or daſh'd | 


e eee 
i we" | Wr 


Den. 288. 3g. 


| 2g } 2 * 

this. heart -rending 
en eben, even 
chen, little to ou Mofit, unleſs we made 
proper ouſt le we reſolved 
£0. de male wiſer and better by the 
wondrous leſſon. -I hen the judgments 
of the Lord are in the earth, the inhabi- 
mh of the -worldwvillletirn righteoufucſt*,. 
his: dugh#-to-þe-the prevailing ſenti- 
— — 
deſire af our ſouls, to learn rig btcouſg 
neſs.” Give me leabe, therefore, as Þ 
propoſed, .to make ſome mo re- 


ANA UG 3, 


, « 1 a 1 ” 
, 444) | 74 641. f 117 1 | » 4 
bs 


1 170 ae felt e Labe down 
to the ſea in ſhips, and occupy your buſineſe | 
an the great waters; who fee the works 

p90 0 - 8... * , 

» I an 


Ts i E. 


J * x 
Kals Longer bis montane da 
What thinly of gu 


things. here Are ddt 0 

Hs, who dosth according ito big vid 
in the army of heaven, diet e ee 
will * the inhabitants 'of the zarth? 
0 Wes N W 5 n Wie, 7 * * 
| r che various: perils ta 
which ye have been: cxpaſedy, and fro 
which. ye have been miraculouſly-pre4 

ſerved —Call,to mind.ydur- wonderful 
. eſcapes from danger, where nothing but 
£ the hand of Providence could have given 
you the leaſt afliſtance—and_ let ybur 
hearts ſwell with gratitude, and your, 
lips extol his praiſe. ——Qhiefly thoſe of 

you who have ſo lately experienced his. 
mercy,ina moſt aſonihing deliverance. 
Never, 


* 
* Palm cvii, 24, 


1 


1 
. —— 


not aul träum . it 
| iy — ar fgpbrandv"out! f c 
8 ning . Fall proſtrate before 
de Cad ef hehven and earth—bewail, | 


wirk repentant teato, your miſpent life 
dedicate yourſetves ti his ſervice, adore 


Bi nite pc 5dr ſo, and aban 10 the ; 
ile fervitiide of Satan. Nor be minds 
ful of thb paſ *bloids but lock ford 


16 che future. Sei he the Lord, "ind yr 


Shall lic Þ'; ant he not ut rh dug that 


eturuorh to hit c vomit dun, and the 


hh, that was "waſhed, to herwdllowings 
in the mire f. As ye are ſehfible of He 


Amos iv. 11, Amos „ 6. f 2 Pet. ii. 22 


] 
| 
| 
| 


* 
t. 5. 1 : 5 
ts Sorry, 


E n ee 
riot; who <watketh-uf#} the ring of the 
_ avind*%, —+—Get-am/intereſt in his ata 
ning hlood, who died far ſinners and 
ten have hon notlling 70 fear. Tha. . 
Heaven's artillery; rend the blackening = 
Ey, and jarring elements oonſpires 
puniſh a, guilty, world ron Will t-, 
ride, in ſafety, each deſolating tempeſt, | 
and; in. due time, arrive at che haven af 
d to your diligence. in artaining ſo hleſt 
a ſicuation rememher che uncertainty 
of life remember that you have been 
hitherto the ſpared monuments of mer 
n dee YOu mghe 
= 4 the 


- 
r 1: 225 1 | ® Plas { xomP. * 
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. living God) and become qualified 
for the glorious g — N in 
n e 
D ene vey ot; oy ei rt an 
Non -are' we, to whom en 
hath allotted a portion a- hore, leſs in- 
. txxeſted in the ſacred warning : Booſt 
aut thyſelf of to-morrow. —Uncertain is 
© - the foundation upon which all our en. 
joyments depend :—uncertain our very 
exiſtence in this tabernacle of fleſh. 
How neceffary; then, i is it for us imme. | 
diately*tobegin the ſervice of our Cre- 
| ator, that we may enjoy him for ever; 
which was the gracious deſign of God, 
in ſending us into the world!—-Nothing 
is our portion but , if we have not 
an eye to his glory in every tranfaction 
of our life, On the other Rand, have 
OF. "ot we 


1 25.1 
Ve not inducemients ſufficient to a re- 
ligious conduct, evengon earth What 

pleaſure can excel-;thar perſon's confi- 

dence in God, rho truſts in him, and is « 
not. ad, though the earth be moued, 

and the mountains be caſt into the midſt of 
the ſea*?—Or i is there any equal to that 
which the truly religious man enjoys, 
an ſweet communion with his Maker ; 
and in being aſſured that, if his earth- 
by houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, 
he hath a building of God, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in th#heavens}? 


 TazsE are the natural, theſe the ge- 
nuine effects of piety: But of impiety, 
what are the conſequences ?—Dreadful 
beyond  conception.——Fearful days, 

balls bu and 
0 Malls.) 40m s 6. 


andi reſtleſs nights: an inability ts AY | 
Joy the good things of this life be- 
cauſe b rng of the Lord ir in the — 
"of the wicked , and upon every thing 
which he eſteems moſt valuabig;—Be- 
0 ſiges, if he continues impenitent, it had 
1 ben better for him if he had never 
been born; Ver the wicked ſhall be turns 
ed into hell; and not the wicked only, 
but all the people that forget God f. 
If the righteous (thoſe who give all dili- 
gence to make their calling and election 
1 ſure—if #.,) ſcarcely be Javed, where 
„Hall the ungodly and the finer appear? 
Take the anſwer, full of amazement, 


murderers, and whoremongers, and ſorce- 
"I . rers, 


Prov. Hi. 33. f Pf. ix. 17. 


.. 


1 J. "I 


from revelation itſelf r the fearful - 
and -unbelieving, and the Gbommable, and 


— 

& "= Þ 
6 1 

% 


I | * 30 ] 


Pere, and idolaters, and all kars Hall have 


their part IN THE LAKE THAT BURN- 
ETH WITH FIRE AND BRBIM STONE *. 


* 0 * + * 


How nearly, then, doth it concern 
us all, to take heed unto our ways 
to beg of God to give us that re 
ance unto life, not to be repented of, 
and to endue us Tith faith, unfeigned, 
in the merits of ,. ſon, Chriſt Jeſus, 


our Lord. 


S STEADFASTLY, therefor® my bre- 


thren, let us purpoſe, through difne 
grace, to lead righteous, {ober, and god- 
_ Iy lives; ever! keeping i in view the ſhort- 
4 neſs and uncertainty of this frail ſtate 
The conſideration of the 


ſhortneſs 


[3 


of being. 


- hs | 


@ 34 - 


| ſho 


far from our Preys 


RE of fe may ſerve to 0 
drooping ſpirits in the ardtious pas 
of vir & knowing that we 


not 


and our 
reflection on iti uncertainty * tend to 
urify our hearts from the droſs of 
blunary objects, and make us more 


. 4 . ta be partakers "of the inheritance of 


the ſaints in light * 


4 
* Col. i. 12. 
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